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The platypus has been adopted by the Australian Federal Police 
as a symbol representing the diverse requirements placed on 
members in the execution of their duties. 

This unique and tenacious Australian animal is a survivor against 
increasing pressure from today's environment. It leaves no stone 
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maintain its special place in Australia's environment. 
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itself, if necessary, with a venomous spur. This is done, at times, 
against larger and more powerful opponents—a quality admired 
and respected by members of the Australian Federal Police. 
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Editor's Note 


The AFP receives widespread and 
daily media coverage for its work. 
Prosecuting international cocaine 
syndicates, countering e-crime, 
fraud and terrorism often get the 
big headlines. 

In this issue we continue in 
the same vein with coverage 
of the new AFP-led Criminal 
Assets Confiscation Taskforce. In 
union with the Australian Crime 
Commission, Australian Tax 
Office and the Commonwealth 
Director of Public Prosecutions 
the Taskforce fights organised 
crime by intensively pursuing 
accumulated wealth. 

But we also step outside the box 
to reveal a lesser known side of 
the AFP's work - the behind-the- 
scenes efforts and hidden skills of 
members involved in operational 
and community policing initiatives 
around the nation. 

With the National Rugby League 
season well and truly underway, the 
work of the AFP in educating rugby 
league players about the pitfalls 
of using illicit drugs and social 
media sites deserves recognition. 

Its impact since 2007 has sparked 
interest from other sporting codes 
keen for similar programs. 

Turning to Canberra, many non- 
sworn AFP members at ACT 
Policing Operations continue to 
dispatch critical information via 
the AFP radio network to officers 
on the beat or in patrol cars. Their 
work provides the backbone of a 
significant service. 


In the Northern Territory, one 
AFP officer's role in the Federal 
Government's 2007 Indigenous 
'Intervention' takes a different 
turn as he trains an athlete for 
Robert de Castella's Indigenous 
Marathon Project. 

In Queensland, AFP Operation 
Clement saw officers head to the 
state to assist their counterparts 
with the fallout from the floods, 
and later. Tropical Cyclone Yasi. 
Many members worked days off 
and during holiday leave, much as 
they did for the Victorian bushfires 
and during the New Zealand 
earthquake. 

Finally, in this edition we highlight 
the pivotal support provided by 
the AFP's Bomb Appraisal Officers 
at Australia's 1 1 major airports. 
Their work in bomb detection and 
deterrence embodies the crucial 
behind-the-scenes work undertaken 
by many AFP members. 

There's much about the AFP that's 
out of the box. 
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Commissioner's Message 


The last weeks of 2010 and first 
months of 201 1 have been some 
of the most difficult that we as 
Australians have had to endure for 
many years. 

The devastating impact of floods, 
bushfires and cyclones that have 
swept across the breadth of our 
country in recent times has in 
some way had an impact on all of 
our lives. 

Many of our colleagues both in 
Australia and overseas suffered 
anxious hours waiting to hear 
about their own families, friends 
and homes in the aftermath of 
these events. 

In this edition of Platypus you will 
read about Operation Clement 
and the AFP's support to the 
Queensland flood crisis. In the 
aftermath of the flash floods that 
swept through rural communities 
and urban centres, the AFP 
committed 59 members to assist 
in search and recovery efforts over 
a massive search area of some 
300,000 hectares, including 205 
kilometres of water courses. 

Our officers also worked alongside 
members of the Queensland Police 
Service to provide a high visibility, 
24-hour policing presence to 
assist and support flood affected 
communities as they struggled 
to come to terms with the loss 
and destruction. 

Just as we as a nation were starting 
to rebuild our own communities, 
reports of a major earthquake in 
New Zealand were received. 


The AFP deployed 50 members to 
support the New Zealand Police in 
their search, rescue and recovery 
efforts and to provide an around 
the clock policing presence to 
reassure and support the people 
of Christchurch. 

Members returning from 
Christchurch said they were grateful 
to have had the opportunity to help 
both the community and their New 
Zealand Police colleagues. 

Despite the friendly banter that is 
often exchanged between Australia 
and New Zealand, it is during 
times of trouble that the ideals 
of mateship are realised and we 
recognise our mutual obligation to 
support each other as neighbours 
and friends. 

The New Zealand Police 
Commissioner has personally 
thanked the AFP for our assistance 
during this time. 

Sadly, as also reported in the media, 
bad weather and unpredictable sea 
conditions were a major contributor 
to the tragic events off Christmas 
Island in December 2010 when a 
boat carrying asylum seekers sank 
off the Australian coast. 

Members of the AFP stationed on 
the island were among the first to 
respond to the incident, putting 
their own lives at risk to try and 
rescue those on board. 

The AFP's response to the rescue 
and recovery phase and the 
subsequent investigation was 
multifaceted and resources were 


drawn from the International 
Deployment Group, Perth Office, 
Forensic and Date Centres, 

High Tech Crime Operations, 
Corporate Communications, People 
Smuggling, Legal and Information 
and Communications Technology, 
marking not only the complexity of 
such incidents but the depth of skill 
and experience we are able to call 
on at short notice. 

The professionalism and dedication 
exhibited by all of our members 
deployed to the various relief 
operations gives me confidence 
that we are well placed to continue 
to meet the disparate challenges 
that we will no doubt face in 
the future. 

As you will read in the following 
pages, I travelled to Brisbane earlier 
this year for the official launch of 
the Criminal Assets Confiscation 
Taskforce. As we know, organised 
crime is motivated by greed and a 
desire to see individuals benefit to 
the detriment of the community. 

For this reason the AFP has 
joined forces with the Australian 
Taxation Office, Australian 
Crime Commission and the 
Commonwealth Department of 
Public Prosecutions in refocussing 
resources to identify and 
remove the profits derived from 
criminal activity. 

By taking the profit out of crime, 
not only do we remove financial 
gain associated with criminal 
activities, we also prevent the 
reinvestment of profits into further 
criminal ventures. 
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The establishment of the Criminal 
Assets Confiscation Taskforce will 
build upon a number of existing 
strategies to further enhance 
the identification and pursuit of 
potential criminal assets. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to welcome the Criminal Assets 
Confiscation Taskforce to the AFP 
and particularly those employees 
from each of our partner agencies 
who will be working with us. 

Profit from criminal activity 
stretches across all crime types and 
the AFP looks forward to working 
collaboratively with our partners on 
the important work ahead. 

This year's Australia Day Honours 
List announced by the Governor- 
General acknowledged the efforts 
of three AFP members for their 
outstanding contribution to 
the community. 

Federal Agent Anthony Stafford 
was awarded the Order of 
Australia Medal for his service 
to international relations in the 
Solomon Islands, and to the 
community. Federal Agent 
Stafford's ongoing passion for the 
people of the Solomon Islands 
is well known and the award 
is a meaningful recognition of 
his personal and professional 
commitment to them. 


Assistant Commissioner's Roman 
Quaedvlieg and Rudi Lammers 
were awarded the Australian 
Police Medal in recognition of their 
distinguished service. I extend 
my personal congratulations to 
the award recipients and also 
my thanks to them for their 
representation of the AFP. 

Finally, it gives me great pleasure to 
announce that the Edmund Barton 
Building will be officially opened 
as the AFP National Headquarters 
by Prime Minister of Australia Julia 
Gillard during a ceremony to be 
held on Thursday 7 April. 

This is a particularly significant 
event in the history of the AFP, 
marking the culmination of a 
major project to identify and 
develop a site that would allow 
us to bring together over 2000 
members of our Canberra based 
national operations teams, 
close operations support and 
administrative functions. 


T.W. Negus APM 
Commissioner 
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Taking the profit out of crime 


Law enforcement's capacity to take the profit out of crime has been boosted by 
the creation of the Criminal Assets Confiscation Taskforce, led by the AFP. 


Follow the money and 
you will find the crime. 

AFP Manager of Criminal Assets 
Ian McCartney says that organised 
crime is estimated to cost the 
Australian community between 
$ 10 and $ 1 5 billion a year and the 
Government has recognised that 
dealing with the problem requires a 
new national response. 

"Organised criminal enterprises are 
sophisticated businesses driven by 
huge profits that come from a wide 
range of criminal activities," he said. 

"Attacking the financial base of 
crime is crucial to enhancing our 
understanding of organised criminal 
activity and developing strategies 
to disrupt it. A key objective is to 
remove the profits from these crime 
types and prevent the use of these 
profits for further criminal activity." 

AFP Operation Girra was an 
example of this and began as a 
financial analysis of funds being 
remitted overseas. 

"This financial analysis was crucial 
in initiating an investigation which 
resulted in the seizure of 250 
kilograms of cocaine and the arrest 
of three people in March 2008. 

The AFP restrained more than $ 1.5 
million in properties and cash held 
in bank accounts and a further 


$720,000 in cash forfeited," 
Commander McCartney said. 

The Commonwealth has long 
sought to deprive people of the 
proceeds and benefits of crime, as 
well as prevent the reinvestment of 
profits into further criminal ventures. 

The primary criminal assets 
confiscation tool available for 
federal law enforcement has been 
the Proceeds of Crime Act (POCA), 
which was introduced in 1 987. 

This legislation was amended 
and enhanced in 2002 to enable 
Commonwealth agencies to 
pursue criminal and civil actions 
where profits are being derived 
from crime. 

Additional legislative amendments 
now enable federal law 
enforcement to target unexplained 
wealth—that is, where the total 
wealth of an individual exceeds 
their lawfully acquired wealth. 

Since 1 987, more than $210 
million worth of assets have been 
confiscated by the Commonwealth 
as a result of proceeds of 
crime action. 

Australia's anti-money laundering 
and counter terrorist financing 
regime has also been undergoing 
change over the past several years. 
This has included the introduction 
of new legislation to enable 


Australia to meet its international 
obligations to combat money 
laundering and terrorist financing. 

The AFP has certainly played its part 
in delivering initiatives that target 
the illicit cash. The value of assets 
restrained under POCA following 
AFP investigations has exceeded 
$ 1 46 million since 2006. 

In 2008 the AFP launched 
Money: the new DNA, an internal 
awareness campaign to highlight 
and promote the importance of 
financial investigation across all 
crime types. 
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Building on the impetus of this, the 
AFP is developing an organisation¬ 
wide Financial Investigations 
Strategy to promote the use of 
financial intelligence and financial 
investigative skills aimed at better 
targeting criminal assets and 
proceeds of crime. 

And now the Australian 
Government has stepped up its 
attack on organised crime with the 
introduction of the Commonwealth 
Organised Crime Strategic 
Framework in November 2009 
and the National Organised Crime 
Response Plan (NOCRP) in 2010, 
which have defined Australia's 
approach to fighting organised 
crime. The Government's focus is 
on increasing and strengthening 
the collaboration of agencies at all 
levels through multi-jurisdictional 
collaboration and by identifying 
and pursuing the vast profits being 


made by criminal syndicates 
through their illegal activities. 

A key element of the NOCRP is the 
implementation of multi-agency 
approaches to detect investigate 
and prosecute organised crime 
networks. The Criminal Assets 
Confiscation Taskforce, which 
commenced in January 2011, 
represents one such multi-agency 
approach. 

Within the Taskforce, the AFP has 
joined forces with the Australian 
Crime Commission (ACC), the 
Australian Taxation Office (ATO) 
and the Commonwealth Director 
of Public Prosecutions (CDPP) in 
a focused and committed effort 
to identify and remove the profits 
derived from criminal activity. 

The Taskforce forms part of the 
AFP's Serious and Organised Crime 


Portfolio and is managed from AFP 
National Headquarters in Canberra. 
Regional teams are located in 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth 
and Canberra, so the Taskforce is 
able to target criminals anywhere 
in Australia. 

The AFP has committed its 
existing Financial Investigations 
Teams to the Taskforce, which are 
comprised of specialists such as 
forensic accountants and financial 
investigators, all of whom are 
trained in locating concealed 
criminal wealth in Australia 
and overseas. 


02 : Minister for Flome Affairs Brendan 
O'Connor, AFP Manager of Criminal Assets 
Ian McCartney, Commissioner Tony Negus 
and Attorney-General Robert McClelland 
after the official launch of the Criminal 
Assets Confiscation Taskforce in Brisbane. 



Taskforce gets off the ground 

The Criminal Assets Confiscation Taskforce was officially 
launched in March 2011 by the Minister for Home Affairs 
Brendan O'Connor, Attorney-General Robert McClelland and 
Commissioner Tony Negus. 

The Commissioner reiterated that one of the most effective 
methods of disrupting and dismantling organised crime 
syndicates is to remove their financial base. 

"By taking the profit out of crime, not only do we remove the 
perceived benefit and financial gain associated with criminal 
activities, we also prevent the reinvestment of profit into 
further criminal ventures," he said. 

"The commitment of all agencies involved will continue to 
strengthen our ability to target criminals where it hurts." 




The ATO has committed five tax 
officers to Taskforce teams who will 
provide financial analysis support 
for Taskforce investigations. The 
ATO will also provide support 
through dedicated auditing staff 
who will, where the ATO considers 
appropriate, act on matters referred 
by the Taskforce. 

The ACC will co-locate six officers 
within the Taskforce and provide 
ongoing support through its Money 
Laundering determination and 
the National Criminal Intelligence 
Fusion Centre. Through Fusion 
Centre intelligence gathering, 
the ACC will identify targets and 
provide the Taskforce with strategic 
advice on money flows that impact 
on Australia. 

The CDPP will continue with 
its legislated responsibility to 
commence and carry on litigation 
under the Proceeds of Crime 
Act 2002 as well as support the 
Taskforce with ongoing advice. 

The Taskforce will work in 
partnership with state, territory 
and international law enforcement 
agencies, extending its reach not 
only nationally but globally. 

The activities of the Taskforce build 
on previous successes and the 
Strategic Framework by: 

• Employing a dynamic, 
innovative approach to criminal 
asset confiscation with intelligence, 
operations, legal, policy and other 
resources from the participating 
agencies all working together. 


Follow the money trail 

In September 2009, the AFP and the Australian Crime Commission, 
supported by the Australian Transaction Reports and Analysis 
Centre (AUSTRAC), initiated a strategy targeting the flows of illicit 
funds in and out of Australia. The investigations conducted under 
this initiative targeted alternative remittance businesses facilitating 
illicit money movements on behalf of organised crime syndicates. 
Using financial services operating outside or parallel to the regulated 
banking and financial sector, alternative remittance businesses are 
able to move funds from one geographic location to another. 

Alternative remittance businesses are recognised as a high-risk 
component of the financial sector, vulnerable to abuse for criminal 
purposes. The absence of a sound paper trail, weak customer due 
diligence and risk management systems, can contribute to increased 
opportunities for money laundering. 

Under the strategy, the focus of law enforcement action has 
been on coordinated, strategic strikes against those remittance 
businesses suspected of facilitating money movements on behalf of 
organised crime. 

AFP Manager Criminal Assets Commander Ian McCartney said that 
the collaborative efforts with the ACC and AUSTRAC have been 
crucial to the success of these investigations. Also critical were the 
AFP intelligence resources seconded into the ACC multi agency 
Financial Intelligence Assessment Team based in Canberra. The 
team comprises the ACC, AFP, Australian Securities and Investments 
Commission, AUSTRAC, ATO, Centrelink, Australian Customs and 
Border Protection Service and the Department of Immigration 
and Citizenship. 

"The proactive short-term nature of the investigations has resulted in 
an effective method to disrupt organised money laundering activity, 
creating a more hostile environment for this type of activity," he said. 

"The investigations have reinforced in the minds of our investigators 
the importance of following the money and utilising financial 
intelligence to disrupt organised criminal activity." 

"This strategy has resulted in cash seizures in excess of $ 1 3.9 
million since October 2009, and the arrest of 10 persons for 
money laundering." 
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03 : AFP officers stand next to some 
of the more unusual confiscated 
items. 04 : AFP Commissioner Tony 
Negus shows Minister for Plome 
Affairs Brendan O'Connor inside a 
seized car. 



• Utilising a proactive intelligence- 
led approach for the identification 
of potential criminal asset 
confiscation matters. 


Recent AFP operational 
successes 


• Focusing on the development of 
the most effective and appropriate 
enforcement strategy in each case. 
This may be by way of proceeds 
of crime action, application of 
taxation remedies by the ATO, and 
other Commonwealth processes 
such as debt recovery action 
and/or recovery through relevant 
state and territory or foreign law 
enforcement agencies. 

The collaborative nature of 
the Taskforce will ensure that 
the expertise, knowledge and 
legislative mandate of each agency 
is fully exploited. 


• 2009: Operation Adduce 

A joint investigation with the 
Australian and New South 
Wales Crime Commissions into 
a criminal syndicate believed to 
be involved in the importation, 
manufacture and distribution 
of drugs. The AFP seized 
approximately $7.8 million 
believed to be the proceeds of 
the drug offences. Three people 
were charged with money 
laundering offences. 

• 2010: Operation Mawson 

An AFP investigation, supported 
by AUSTRAC and the ACC, 
targeting funds being remitted 
out of Sydney to Vietnam. In 



March 2010 more than $9 
million in cash was seized and 
four people were arrested for 
money laundering offences. 

• 2011: Operation Hypnos 

An AFP investigation, supported 
by the ACC, targeting a 
syndicate laundering large 
quantities of Australian currency 
by depositing company 
cheques into various Sydney- 
based bank accounts. Search 
warrants resulted in $800,000 
in cash being seized by the 
AFP, with two people arrested 
and charged with money 
laundering offences. 







'latypus Magazine Edition 109 March 2011 

AFP tackles the League 


An AFP initiative to educate National Rugby League players about the pitfalls of 
using illicit drugs and unsecured social media sites is generating interest from 
other sporting codes. 


In 2007, the AFP approached 
executives at the National Rugby 
League (NRL) about running an 
education session with players 
about the ramifications of using 
illicit drugs. Based on an earlier 
pilot program that the AFP ran with 
the Canberra Raiders, the initiative 
has expanded and has been 
delivered to all 1 6 NRL clubs. 

Since that time, the project has 
evolved to include the AFP's High 
Tech Crime Operations (HTCO) 
team who deliver modules on 
the pitfalls of using electronic 
and social media, such as Twitter 
and Facebook. 

And, it's not just the NRL who are 
interested in the AFP program, 
the Australian Football League 
and Cricket Australia are keen for 
similar ones. 



Tie social media presentation 
has been delivered by the AFP to 
a variety of other sporting codes 
and groups including rugby union. 
Swimming Australia, Hockey 
ACT, Tennis Australia and various 
sports commissions. 

To date, more than 450 first grade 
players have received the training, 
but the focus is now on educating 
rookie players in November and 
December before the Under 20s 
NRL Toyota Cup competition 
starts each year. Before the start 
of the 201 1 season, the social 
media education session will have 
reached both first grade and 220 
Toyota Cup players. 

AFP Manager Corporate 
Communications David Sharpe 
was the driver behind the Canberra 
Raiders pilot program and said the 


arrangement between the AFP and 
NRL is a win-win for both sides. 

"These players are seen as role 
models and the potential influence 
that they can have on the public 
also benefits community policing," 
he said. 

"This initiative is a new way of 
approaching crime prevention. 

Tie community benefits from 
public figures such as NRL players 
delivering key messages to target 
audiences. Tie NRL also benefits as 
this form of education is delivering 

01 : NRL training session. 02 : From 
left, NRL Welfare Group Manager Nigel 
Vagana, Brisbane Broncos player Corey 
Parker, AFP High Tech Crime Operations 
project officer Melissa Sevil and former 
National Coordinator Child Protection 
Operations Brad Shallies in Brisbane. 
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strong messages to their players 
and assists in their development 
as young men and potential role 
models." 

As part of the NRL Education and 
Welfare program, it is compulsory 
that all Toyota Cup and NRL players 
attend the AFP social media and 
illicit drugs presentations. 

Presented by AFP Federal Agent 
Nigel Ryan, the drug education 
session gives the raw facts about 
illicit drugs in a very confronting 
manner. "The legal, social, 
psychological and physiological 
aspects are the focus, while the 
social media component looks 
at safe social networking, mobile 
phones, 'sexting' and reputation 
management. 

A former player himself, NRL 
Welfare Group Manager Nigel 
Vagana oversees the delivery of the 
sessions in addition to providing 
players with information on cultural 


awareness, behaviour towards 
women and alcohol consumption. 

He said that working with the 
AFP had added credibility to 
his program. 

"The sessions are not only relevant 
but presented in a very raw and 
uncensored manner, which the 
players not only appreciate but 
relate to. They are being developed 
and presented by people who are 
at the forefront in these areas in 
terms of information, education and 
technology," Mr Vagana said. 

"The fact that the presenters can 
speak from first-hand experience 
adds significant weight to the 
workshops and the players' 
awareness and understanding of 
these issues." 

Federal Agent Ryan said that that 
was the impact he had hoped to 
achieve, and Mr Vagana confirms 
that it is working. 


"If a player walks away from the 
presentation not deterred from 
involving himself in any illicit drug 
activity, then nothing will deter that 
player," Mr Vagana said. 

NRL Chief Executive David Gallop 
is satisfied his organisation's 
pairing with the AFP on illicit drug 
education has been crucial for 
the success of its internal welfare 
group initiatives. 

"The AFP has made a very 
important contribution and one 
that we are very appreciative of. 
They have been supportive from 
a long time back, through former 
Commissioner Mick Keelty and also 

03 : AFP Media and Production team 
members talk to Brisbane Broncos 
Corey Parker after Melissa Sevil's social 
media presentation. 04 : Melissa Sevil 
talks to the media after her presentation 
in Brisbane. 05 : A Toyota Cup player 
during the electronic and social media 
presentation. 












Quick actions, long consequences 

The AFP social media education session is comprehensive 
and designed to be confronting for professional athletes. 

Many of the players are of similar age to the presenter, HTCO 
project officer Melissa Sevil, which allows them to better 
relate knowing that they're not being educated by someone 
unfamiliar with the web applications being discussed. 

"Players in every session have shown respect and paid 
attention to the presentation. Even those who begin the 
session thinking that it doesn't apply to them leave with 
new knowledge and an improved perspective on their 
obligations," Ms Sevil said. 

"Engaging and educating athletes and public figures on the 
responsible use of digital technologies is an opportunity to 
reach a broader audience with the crucial messages around 
cyber safety and security." 

"Often, players choose to save their questions until after 
the session, away from their teammates, or will speak to 
their welfare manager privately", said Ms Sevil. Club and 
coaching representatives tend to ask questions on dealing 
with the wider ramifications of misusing social media, while 
players often ask questions related to personal issues. 

"Many of these players have children or young relatives 
who they are now able to better guide in the safe use of 
technology," she said. 

"Engaging with sporting codes in the future may also allow 
the AFP to reach the millions of Australians who watch 
sport with important information on how they can stay safe 
online." 

The feedback from an NRL club representative after one 
session sums up the impact the AFP is having on players: 

"After the session yesterday I overheard one of the players 
on the phone asking for a photo to be taken down, and 
rumour has it that a few of the boys were straight on the 
laptops after you left." 


through Federal Agents David Sharpe and 
Nigel Ryan and High Tech Crime Operations 
Coordinator Crime Prevention and Missing 
Persons Dr Jenny Cartwright" 
he said. 

"Not only have they seen the potential to 
make change in the community through the 
influence of sporting role models, they have 
taken a personal and passionate approach to 
educating our players." 

He was equally impressed with the addition 
of the social media module, delivered by 
HTCO Crime Prevention project officer 
Melissa Sevil since 2009. 

"I sat in one of the first social media sessions 
delivered at the Toyota Cup rookie camp 
and was so impressed with the content and 
delivery of the message that I insisted it be 
delivered to a much wider audience within 
the NRL," Mr Gallop said. 

Drawing upon their considerable experience 
in delivering cyber safety and security 
presentations to community members, the 
HTCO team has developed a comprehensive 
social media presentation. 





Platypus Magazin^g Edition 109^ March 2011 



It covers the important 
information which technology 
consumers need to be aware of, 
as well as information for people 
in the public spotlight on how 
they can manage their online 
reputations and privacy. 

A recent social media incident 
involving former Canberra 
Raiders player Joel Monaghan 
has brought this issue into 
the spotlight. 

"After the Monaghan incident I 
started including a brief video of 
his apology and accompanying 
news item as part of the 
presentation," Ms Sevil said. 


"I think it shows them that they 
do need to be more careful, as 
one silly mistake can ruin an 
entire career." 

And David Gallop has no doubt 
that players are now responding 
to such strong messages. "That 
doesn't mean that there won't 
be issues in the future. But the 
pitfalls out there are real and our 
players have big public profiles. 
What we can be sure of is that 
our players are better prepared 
than ever before." 


"Reactions from the players 
indicate that seeing how it has 
affected a player known to many 
of them shows them that it can 
really happen and adds that 

human element to the session." 06 : National Rugby League Welfare 

Group Manager Nigel Vagana. 



Social Media: 

What players are told 

Safe social networking 

Emphasises the importance of using 
privacy settings when on sites such 
as Facebook and Twitter. Players 
using unsecure social networking are 
often shown pictures of their wives 
and girlfriends that have been easily 
collected from their personal sites. 

'Think before you post' 

This module shows players that once 
images, posts, texts or comments are 
shared, they are virtually impossible 
to take off the net, sometimes with 
severe consequences. 

Mobile phones 

Outlines the vulnerabilities associated 
with using smartphones and mobiles, 
including taking and sending pictures 
and using modes of transmission 
including Bluetooth. Often, players are 
shown how easy it is to be tracked via 
unsecure Bluetooth connections. 

Child abuse images 

Alerts young players to the potential 
pitfalls of dating and texting a person 
under the age of 1 8. Players can 
unwittingly be involved in child 
pornography-related offences when 
they send 'sext' messages. 

Reputation management 

Reminds players that they need to 
ensure they manage their interactions 
with fans and the community 
appropriately to protect their personal 
and club reputations. 





At the forefront of national 
security 


AFP Bomb Appraisal Officers play a vital role in ensuring national security at 
Australia's 11 major airports. 


AFP officers working at Australia's 
1 1 major airports undertake a 
variety of law enforcement duties, 
from deterring and responding to 
security threats to investigating 
serious and organised crime. They 
also perform ongoing community 
policing roles. Providing vital 
support to these officers are 
specialist teams that underpin 
pivotal AFP national security 
capabilities at airports. 

The Counter Terrorist First Response 
(Airport Uniformed Operations) 
team and its Bomb Appraisal 
Officers (BAOs) specialise in bomb 
detection and deterrence and are 
integral to the process. 

Their work covers a wide variety of 
emerging situations and can see 
them analysing suspicious items at 


one moment managing an arising 
bomb threat situation the next, and 
later, providing advice to Australian 
Government partner agencies. 

Importantly, BAOs have an in-depth 
understanding of the potential 
impact of their decisions on 
businesses and the public. While 
public safety is paramount, the 
aviation sector is a multi-million 
dollar industry and any disruption 
is costly. 

Whatever the situation, they 
respond quickly and with 
technical accuracy. They must 
take a variety of elements into 
consideration, including search 
protocols, technical analysis and 
operational plans. 


An important part of the job is high- 
risk searches, which can involve 
assessing buildings and aircraft. 
BAOs also contribute to the safety 
of VIPs travelling into and out of 
Australian airports. 

The work is challenging. No two 
airports or situations are the same 
and it is incumbent on the BAOs 
to apply their highly specialised 
training to find effective ways 
of helping to protect Australia's 
national security. 

// BAOs act on 
information and 
intelligence. Their 
training enables them 
to look at the whole 
situation. // 


01 : Suiting up in an Explosive Ordnance Disposal suit. 02 : The Explosive Ordnance Disposal suit worn by BAOs. 
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BAOs act on information and 
intelligence and their training 
instructors demand that they learn 
to consider an entire situation, 
gather new facts and decide on 
the best course of action. Once 
the presence of explosive materials 
or improvised explosive devices 
are confirmed, state or territory 
police bomb response teams are 
responsible for a safe resolution. 

AFP officers undertake a testing 
four-week training course to 
become BAOs. Recognised by the 
Federal Government's National 
Counter Terrorist Committee, 
students must pass stringent 
criteria to be considered for BAO 
duties at major Australian airports. 
This includes physical, cognitive and 
technical assessments. 

National Team Leader for the BAO 
program Brett Sampson said BAOs 
are specially trained AFP officers 
who direct their skills into a specific 
and demanding area to help uphold 
Australia's national security. 

"It is something you do because 
you really want to do it and that's 
what makes BAOs unique. They 
have a passion for protecting 
Australia through the detection of 
explosives and appraising tough 
situations," he said. 

To ensure that they can handle 
any type of high-risk situation, 
trainees must pass an equipment 
compatibility assessment, including 
wearing a full Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) suit and perform 
ladder and stair climbs, a 400 


metre walk, and dexterity and 
agility tests. 

They are also put through a 
stringent movement test where 
they must respond effectively in a 
confined and low light space. These 
tests assess stamina, heart rates 
and propensity to claustrophobia. 

The theoretical component of the 
course challenges participants to 
demonstrate an understanding of 
the practical and technical aspects 
of basic electronics and explosives. 
BAOs also need to show their 
understanding of radiation and x-ray 
equipment to ensure public safety. 

Graduate Neville Walker said the 
intensive course and assessments 
were tough to pass. 


"I spent my weekends studying. 
There is a lot of theory to get 
through and understand," he said. 

Once qualified, each BAO 
must complete a mandatory 
recertification every 1 2 months to 
retain their qualification. 


//1 spent my 
weekends studying. 
There is a lot of 
theory to get through 
and understand. // 
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03 : A trainee BAO wears the Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal suit during an 
assessment. 04 : Trainee BAOs take 
part in an equipment compatibility 
assessment. 05 : Protective head gear 
as part of the Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal suit worn by BAOs. 06 : A 
trainee uses technical equipment in a 
search for explosives to determine the 
most effective approach. 
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First-class effort behind the 
flood scenes 


the events of the recent flood crisis in Queensland were well documented in the 
media, but the AFP's behind-the-scenes support during this and other natural 
disasters often stays largely in the background. 


"Operation Clement has now 
been implemented. Manager 
AFP Brisbane Office Mark Walters 
has overall command of all AFP 
resources in Queensland." 

An email to all Australian Federal 
Police staff signalled the start of an 
assistance operation to help the 
Queensland Police Service (QPS) 
with a flood crisis affecting 75 
per cent of the state. Prior to the 
announcement six Operational 
Response Group members had 
already been deployed to the 
devastated town of Grantham, 100 
kilometres west of Brisbane. 


While the events of January 
and early February were well 
documented in the media, the 
AFP's work during this and 
other natural disasters, including 
Operation Amicus for the 
Victorian bushfires and Operation 
Bede during the New Zealand 
earthquake, go on efficiently in 
the background. 

Operation Clement involved two 
phases of support to the QPS. 

The initial phase saw 53 AFP 
members assist the QPS in search 
and recovery operations that 
canvassed an estimated search 


area of 300,000 hectares and 
205 kilometres of water courses. 
These members were primarily from 
the Operation Response Group 
located in Brisbane with additional 
support provided later by ACT 
Policing for specific diving tasks. 

The operations were coordinated 
between the AFP and QPS by AFP 
Coordinator Operational Response 
Group Brisbane Paul Jones. 

While search and recovery 
operations were underway, another 
group was being readied for 
deployment to assist the state with 
the second phase involving general 
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policing operations in the hard hit 
Lockyer Valley area. 

To ensure quick deployment 
AFP staff postponed holidays 
and worked on their days off 
before returning to their official 
AFP roles. Countless hours were 
put into fundraising efforts and 
supporting locals with intensive 
clean-up activities. 

AFP members deployed to help 
the QPS with general policing 


operations were sworn in as special 
constables of the service, some 
joining former QPS colleagues west 
of Brisbane in the hard hit Lockyer 
Valley townships of Murphy's Creek, 
Helidon and Grantham. 

A ten-strong AFP command 
team led by Police Forward 
Commander Operation Clement 
Peter Kuhnke and incorporating 
AFP Wellbeing Services also 
coordinated operations with their 
state counterparts. 


Soon after being sworn in by QPS 
Deputy Commissioner Specialist 
Operations Ross Barnett, AFP 
members were reminded that the 
work would be confronting. 

"The Lockyer Valley is by far 
the most devastated of all the 
communities in Queensland," 
he said. 

"In the aftermath the people of 
the communities have, and will 
experience many emotions and 


01 : AFP Operational Response Group members during recovery operations in the Lockyer Valley and Grantham after the 
Queensland floods. Picture: Craig Borrow - Courier mail. 


Despite an already exhausting flood 
assistance operation in South East 
Queensland, nine members of the AFP's 
International Deployment Group Mission 
Component were then deployed to assist 
those affected by Tropical Cyclone Yasi. 

On 1 4 February AFP members were sworn 
in as special constables of the Queensland 
Police Service and deployed to the Tully 
area of Far North Queensland, one of the 
small communities most affected by the 
cyclone. The members worked with their 
QPS colleagues in providing a high visibility 
general policing presence. 

QPS Acting Senior Sergeant Gary Burkin was 
involved in the Operation and lauded the 


efforts of the AFP members on deployment in 
North Queensland. 

"Their appearance was professional and a 
welcomed surprise for the locals who felt 
that both state and federal authorities were 
working together to protect their interests." 
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Hidden skills called on 

Those caught up in the floods 
weren't the only beneficiaries of 
the wide ranging policing and 
otherwise hidden skills of AFP 
members. 

Federal Agent Scott Gilbert 
from AFP Crime Operations on 
the Gold Coast assisted Surf 
Life Saving Queensland at their 
Rescue Coordination Centre. 

A member of the Tallebudgera 
Surf Life Saving Club, Federal 
Agent Gilbert helped with 
helicopter evacuations and 
assisted the State Emergency 
Service, Emergency 
Management Queensland, the 
Queensland Police Service and 
other emergency organisations. 

Members of the AFP's Brisbane 
and Robina offices and Brisbane 
and Gold Coast airports also 
volunteered to assist with the 
enormous clean-up efforts in the 
Brisbane area. 

Whether it was shovelling mud, 
lifting water sodden furniture 


or hosing down footpaths, 
the mammoth effort left an 
exhausted and aching group of 
AFP volunteers to return to their 
office the next day. 

Coordinator Crime Operations 
Brett Swan went to several 
homes and businesses in 
the Brisbane CBD to assist in 
the clean-up. 

"The resilience of flood victims 
and the readiness, without 
question, of people from 
all walks of life to assist is 
something I have not seen 
before," he said. 


Federal Agent Andy Eacott 
helped local shop owners sort 
through damaged stock in the 
inner-city suburb of Milton. 

Team Leader Professional 
Standards Brisbane Lesley 
Wright lent a hand at her 
family's furniture shop in Milton. 

"People who had absolutely 
no connection with the 
business arrived throughout 
the day to help as best they 
could. It was fantastic to 
experience the community spirit 
notwithstanding the extreme 
circumstances." she said. 



you will have to confront and deal 
with these." 

Back in the state capital, a major 
investigation room was established 
at AFP Brisbane Office, which 
constantly fed information to 
the AFP Incident Coordination 
Centre (ICC) in Canberra. And 
non-operational AFP Headquarters 


staff including Corporate 
Communications stood by to 
answer media queries about the 
AFP's work. 

AFP Operation Clement 
Commander Rob Gilliland said 
the ICC was critical for the AFP to 
provide effective crisis response. 


"This incident demonstrates the 
key role that the ICC plays in the 
national emergency management 
architecture," he said. 

"A significant planning effort has 
been undertaken to posture the 
AFP to meet additional requests 
for assistance from the QPS and 
the Government." 
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02 (opposite): Federal Agent Scott Gilbert assisted Surf Life Saving 
Queensland in evacuation and recovery efforts. Federal Agent Gilbert is a 
qualified surf life saver. 03: Federal Agent Marcus Boorman searches through 
debris on a railway line. 04: Team Leader Professional Standards Brisbane 
Lesley Wright helps clean up a furniture store in the Brisbane inner-city suburb 
of Milton. 05: An ACT Policing diver surfaces during a search of a dam in 
Grantham. 06: Manager Brisbane Office Commander Mark Walters speaks 
to AFP members in Grantham deployed to assist with search and recovery 
operations in response to the Queensland flood crisis. 07: Federal Agent Andy 
Eacott volunteers with the clean-up effort in the Brisbane inner-city suburb 
of Milton. 
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Manager Brisbane Office Mark 
Walters said the operation was 
difficult and prolonged, but all 
AFP members involved showed 
determination and commitment to 
helping out a state in need. 

"The scale of the search and 
recovery operation, in what can 
only be described as extremely 
demanding conditions, was simply 
staggering," he said. 

"The AFP members who deployed 
demonstrated a high level of 
professionalism and resilience and 
their deployment further highlights 
the diverse capability of the AFP." 


The AFP Flood Relief Appeal 


08: Participants pedalling hard in 
the 10-hour bike challenge. 



At the height of the flood crisis, more than 60 people from the 
Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands Participating Police 
Force and the Australian and New Zealand High Commissions 
gathered in Honiara for a 10-hour bike challenge to raise funds for 
the AFP Flood Relief Appeal. 

Organised by Participating Police Force Advisor Lizzy Wiggins, 
participants collectively rode exercise bikes more than 2,000 
kilometres in 10 hours—the equivalent distance from Solomon 
Islands to Ipswich in Queensland. 

A total of 31,000 Solomon Island dollars, about $AU4,000 was 
raised for the flood appeal. 

Commander Participating Police Force Wayne Buchhorn 
said the commitment of AFP officers involved in the appeal 
was understandable. 

"We have a contingent of Queensland Police officers here at the 
moment as well as other members who have family and friends who 

have been affected by these floods," 
he said. 

At the same time, AFP staff at 
the Gold Coast Airport collected 
essential items for the Grantham 
and Ipswich communities as part of 
the appeal. 

The initiative encouraged all airline, 
commercial, services and security 
staff to contribute clothing, linen, 
and new toiletries for distribution 
throughout the affected areas. 
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Did you copy that Tango 
Eight-Two? 


More than 167,000 calls received by ACT Policing Operations each year are 
triaged by a well-trained group of AFP members, many of whom are unsworn. 


"One-AFP, Tango 
Eight-Two. Traffic stop, 
details when ready." 

"Go ahead. Tango 
Eight-Two." 

"Tango Eight-Two, off on 
the Parkway about 500 
metres north of Cotter 
Road overpass with a 
red Toyota Corolla. ACT 
registration, Yankee 
Alpha Echo... Two heads 
on board ." 

"Roger, Tango 
Eight-Two." 

At the time of this traffic stop, 
the driver was caught doing 1 5 
kilometres per hour over the speed 
limit by an ACT Policing Traffic 
Operations sworn team member. 
Traffic stop situations such as this 
for speeding are common fare for 
police officers out on the road. 


They are procedural, succinct 
and are a routine event except 
perhaps, for the driver receiving the 
speeding ticket. 

Back in the Police Operations room 
at the Winchester Police Centre 
in northern Canberra, it is also a 
frequent occurrence for an unsworn 
AFP member to support the sworn 
member through such a situation 
over the AFP radio network. 

Sworn and unsworn ACT Policing 
members work closely together 
on a broad range of situations. The 
sworn AFP member in this situation 
has successfully completed 
police training and has become 
a constable with police powers 
under the Australian Federal 
Police Act. The unsworn member 
doesn't hold police powers, but has 
completed training to coordinate 
command, communication and 
control of all ACT Policing resources 


and responses to incidents, 
ranging from traffic stops to 
homicides, under the charge of an 
operations sergeant. 

The training and competence of 
the unsworn member at the other 
end of the radio call is crucial in 
providing the operational support 
service for ACT Policing. 

In this instance, the sworn officer 
is working alone, stopping an 
unknown vehicle on a poorly 
lit road in the middle of a cold 
Canberra night. 

To assist the officer, the unsworn 
radio operator can quickly tap into 
the online ACT Vehicle Database 
to research the vehicle registration 
and any offences, or criminal links 
attached to it. 

During operational policing 
situations, having as much 
information as possible about what 
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01 : An ACT Policing Operations member monitors close circuit television. 02: An ACT police officer on patrol responds to radio 
messages from ACT Policing Operations. 
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the officers may be dealing with is 
vital to preparedness and safety. 

In any given situation, the officer 
may be faced with something more 
than stopping a speeding driver. 
Knowing that before approaching 
the vehicle is vital. 

Having that further information is 
about to become crucial in this 
traffic stop situation. 

"One-AFP, Tango 
Eight-Two." 

"Tango Eight-Two." 

"Tango Eight-Two, vehicle 
is registered to a 
male resident of Red 
Hill. However, vehicle 
registration indices 
show the plates are for 
a Holden Commodore, not 
a Toyota Corolla. Vehicle 
owner has nil active 
alerts, but inactive 
alerts for carrying 
weapons and driving 
while disqualified. We'll 
arrange back-up?" 

The information provided by the 
unsworn member in the Operations 
room immediately informs the 
police officer that this may not be 
just an ordinary traffic stop. She is 
now dealing with someone who 
has, deliberately or otherwise, 
provided false information to the 
ACT Motor Registry. 

Aside from his previous high-range 
speeding offence, the driver has 
now committed a second traffic 


offence of having false registration 
details. This speeding driver also 
has a previous history of ignoring 
court orders. 

The radio operator is already 
organising back-up and support. 

" One-AFP, Woden Ten." 

"Go ahead Woden Ten." 

"Woden Ten, I'm mobile 
from an enquiry in 
Yarralumla, I'll 
start heading in that 
direction. " 

"Thanks Woden Ten. Did 
you copy that Tango 
Eight-Two?" 

"Tango Eight-Two copy, 
thank you." 

" One-AFP, Alpha Eight." 

"Go ahead Alpha Eight." 

"Alpha Eight I'm 
mobile on Parkes Way, 
southbound. I will be 
at Tango Eight-Two's 
location in about two 
minutes." 

"Roger, Alpha Eight. 

Did you copy that Tango 
Eight-Two?" 

"Tango Eight-Two copy, 
thank you." 

Both the radio operator and the 
officer have now acknowledged the 
second and third radio responses to 
the situation. The first is the senior 
shift sergeant at Woden Station 


and the second, the Alpha Eight, 
is a senior sergeant who has a 
roaming operational role supporting 
all officers in the field. 

For the police officer who 
approached the car originally, 
there is now copybook operational 
support around her to cope with 
any arising situation. 

The Operations room is a busy 
operating environment and requires 
a level head to co-ordinate support 
in all situations. 

ACT Operations receives and 
triages Triple Zero, 131 444, 

Crime Stoppers and routine calls 
for police assistance. In the past 
financial year, ACT Policing handled 
1 67,000 calls for police assistance, 
dispatched 99,000 incidents for 
police attendance, and resolved 
1 1,800 incidents. 

Unsworn officers come into 
ACT Policing from all walks of 
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life — students, teachers, athletes 
or technicians. 

The unsworn recruits are given six 
weeks of training about the broad 
range of ACT Policing activities, 
including 'ride- alongs' with officers, 
formal training at the AFP College, 
and paired training working 
alongside an experienced member 
before they can begin further 
training in the field. 

ACT Policing Operations Manager 
Superintendent Brett Kidner said 
his dedicated training team is made 
up of an experienced sergeant and 
unsworn Operations member to 
ensure consistency. 

"The training for our members is 
packaged and delivered in a way 
which ensures that recruits receive 
exposure to the full range of ACT 
Policing activities and have a strong 
understanding of the pressures 
under which our people operate," 
he said. 


"Our members are often the 
first point of contact for those 
in crisis out in the community 
or who need immediate 
assistance. Accountability is at 
the forefront of all our actions, 
as all communications into ACT 
Policing Operations are recorded 
and our outcomes are transparent 
and measured." 

Having unsworn and sworn 
members working side by side also 
acknowledges the important role 
that each member of ACT Policing 
has in ensuring smooth operations. 
Patrols are the first to respond 
to all situations, but those in the 
radio room are responsible for 
coordinating the approach through 
information support. 

Superintendent Kidner said this 
overlap has had positive spin-offs, 
with many unsworn members 
aspiring to taking on a sworn role in 
the future. 


"The need for one of our members 
to make a life-saving decision, 
quickly, can come at any time. It's 
no surprise that once exposed 
to this environment, many of our 
Operations members aspire to 
becoming sworn police officers and 
often succeed in that goal." 

"I take pride in those who 
transition successfully from here to 
successfully complete the sworn 
recruit course and become a sworn 
member. It shows that Operations 
is doing its job well." 


03: Busy ACT Policing Operations 
staff tend to more than 1 67,000 calls 
each year. 04: Officers at the scene 
of a collision provide ACT Policing 
Operations with a situation report. 

05: An AFP member coordinates a 
police response to an incident. 
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From Maningrida to Manhattan 


Four years after launch of the Commonwealth's 'Emergency Response' to 
combat child abuse in the Northern Territory, several officers deployed to assist 
under AFP Operation Pleach are now mentoring Indigenous athletes under 
Robert de Castella's Indigenous Marathon Project. 


The core duties of AFP members 
under Operation Pleach have 
remained steady since their arrival, 
but the scope of their work has 
widened significantly. Several 
members recently mentored 
young Indigenous athletes under 
the Indigenous Marathon Project. 
The ultimate vision of the project 
is to have an Indigenous distance 
running athlete compete in the 
201 6 Olympic Games. 

Managed by former long distance 
runner and Australian of the Year, 
Robert de Castella, the Indigenous 
Marathon Project began with four 
Indigenous athletes training for 
the New York Marathon. Their goal 
was achieved in November last 
year and a documentary on the 
project Running to America, will 
air mid 2011. But the work of AFP 
mentors continues. 


Commander Operation Pleach 
Superintendent Andrew Warton 
and Indigenous athlete, 22-year- 
old Juan Darwin, are central to this 
story—a story that has culminated 
in far reaching community policing 
benefits in the Territory. 

In late 2009, Superintendent 
Warton and Northern Territory 
Police members attached to the 
Northern Territory Emergency 
Response team were asked to 
identify potential Indigenous 
athletes willing to train and attempt 
to run the New York Marathon. 

From early police assistance to the 
project, the initial role quickly grew 
as police in remote Indigenous 
communities and towns gave 
up their own time to mentor the 
athletes. Northern Territory Police 


and AFP more broadly committed 
support to the project. 

Superintendent Warton has been 
the voluntary Assistant Team 
Manager and mentor to Juan 
Darwin from Maningrida in Arnhem 
Land since that time. And the 
policing benefits, he believes, have 
been many. 

"Policing remote Australian 
communities is an extremely 
challenging endeavour for which 
there are two basic approaches—try 
to do it all yourself as police, or 
engage the community and work 
together," he said. 

"As the year progressed, there were 
visible signs that Juan's extended 
family and community were quite 
comfortable with the regular police 
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and the Top End in-between 


interaction and knew that the 
police were on his side towards 
New York." 

With the overall training regime 
managed by coach John Bell, the 
role of the police mentors was 
to provide training and general 
support to the athletes. In the case 
of Superintendent Warton, it was to 
complete the New York Marathon 
with Juan and three other 
Indigenous athletes; Caleb Hart and 
Charlie Maher from Alice Springs, 
and Joseph Davies from Kununurra. 

Seconded to the Northern Territory 
Police in his role as Operation 
Commander, Superintendent 
Warton has been responsible 
for the management of up to 
66 AFP personnel deployed to 
remote Indigenous communities in 


operational roles, and to the joint 
Northern Territory Police and AFP 
Child Abuse Taskforce. 

With the New York Marathon goal 
attained, the AFP and Northern 
Territory Police involvement with 
the project continues. Robert 
de Castella's vision of seeing an 
Indigenous Australian long distance 
athlete on the 201 6 Australian 
Olympic team is the next step. The 
AFP's support over time will be 
crucial in making this happen. 

"The police have enabled us to 
keep in touch with our runners 
throughout the Northern Territory 
and have been invaluable in 
assisting with travel in and out of 
the communities, helping organise 
training runs and events, and also 
being such positive role models 


// The police have 
enabled us to keep in 
touch with our runners 
throughout the 
Northern Territory and 
have been invaluable 
in assisting with travel 
in and out of the 
communities. // 


01: Superintendent Andy Warton at the 
crossroads between Maningrida and 
Oenpelli in remote Arnhem Land. 02 : 
Federal Agent Warton, Juan Darwin, 
son Tysel, wife Shannon and Robert de 
Castella in Maningrida. 03 : Marathon 
runners make their way across the 
Brooklyn Bridge in New York. 



















Platypus Magazine|f Edition 109 Q March 2011 



Juan Darwin-more than a 
surname 

He'd never run more than five kilometres in 
his life, yet last year Juan Darwin packed 
up his belongings in the community of 
Maningrida in eastern Arnhem Land to take 
up further training opportunities in Darwin. 

Superintendent Warton said he was 
impressed by Juan's commitment to training 
for the New York Marathon. 

"This of itself showed a high degree of 
commitment to achieving his goal while 
his wife and young child remained his 
main concern." 

Throughout the journey Juan encountered 
a number of extended family issues, and 
in discussing family and tradition, exposed 
Superintendent Warton to privileged cultural 
information never usually spoken about in 
certain circles. 

The journey that began in remote Australia 
took participants to the streets of New York 
and involved a 1 2 month commitment to 
regular training camps around Australia, 
including one week at the Australian Institute 
of Sport in Canberra. 

"Before departing for Darwin, Andy and I 
were doing team work, pool sessions and 
stuff like that. Normally we'd go for runs at 
The Darwin Runners and Walkers Club. I'd be 
home and Andy would come and pick me up 
after work and we'd go for a run," Juan said. 

Maningrida can only be accessed via a 
Northern Land Council permit and is not 



accessible by road during the wet season. 

At least 10 different languages are spoken 
in the area where Juan is the captain of the 
local Baru football team and a volunteer 
football umpire. 

Running in New York was only one hurdle 
to overcome along the way. Having never 
travelled overseas before, Juan needed 
an Australian passport. Quite a challenge, 
especially when he did not have photo 
identification. It was established that 'Darwin' 
was not Juan's actual surname, just the 
name by which he was always known. 

It took nearly four months to satisfy all the 
requirements for Juan's passport, and the 
day of collection was a celebrated milestone. 
It is not a common document to have in 
remote Maningrida. 

Juan is continuing his running and was 
recently responsible for coordinating a fun 
run in his home community. 

"My uncle's proud, my mum's proud, my 
nanna's proud," Juan said. 

"When he grows up, me and my son, we'll 
go for runs. And train. And I'll tell him stories." 


// My uncle's 
proud, my mum's 
proud, my nanna's 
proud. When he 
grows up, me and 
my son, we'll go 
for runs. And train. 
And I'll tell him 
stories. // 


04 (this page): Marathon runner 
Juan Darwin. 05 (opposite): From 
left. Superintendent Andy Warton, 
Juan Darwin, Joseph Davies, 
Charlie Maher, Caleb Hart and 
Indigenous Marathon Project 
Manager Rob de Castella. 06: Juan 
Darwin and Superintendent Andy 
Warton in front of the Northern 
Territory Police Airwing plane. 

The aircraft was essential during 
the project to reach remote 
communities. 07: Superintendent 
Andy Warton and Juan Darwin at 
the Darwin Runners and Walkers 
Club. 
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to these young men, their families 
and their communities," said Mr 
de Castella. 

Superintendent Warton said 
the experience has led to many 
benefits, from the strengthening 
of police and Indigenous youth 
relationships, to the realisation of 
mentoring as a way of improving 
relationships not just between 
police and youth, but as a 
management skill applicable to 
his own team. 

As the project unfolded, some 
parallels between the project 
mentoring role and the role of 
a manager for the AFP began 
to emerge. 


"It has become clear to me that 
the key qualities of a mentor are as 
applicable in the AFP workplace 
as they are with Juan in remote 
Maningrida," Superintendent 
Warton said. 

"First, helping someone achieve a 
long term and difficult goal brings 
a great sense of satisfaction. 
Secondly, as a mentor, acquiring 
a new perspective outside the 
policing box, makes for a better all 
round manager. While mentoring 
builds strong individuals, it also 
helps build stronger organisations." 


"Whether or not Juan and his fellow 
athletes run again, this has been a 
positive lesson in life for all, and as 
a mentor, it has been an absolute 
privilege to be involved." 

// It has become 
clear to me that 
the key qualities 
of a mentor are as 
applicable in the 
AFP workplace 
as they are with 
Juan in remote 
Maningrida. // 



08: Juan Darwin and Joseph Davies at an Australian Institute of Sport gymnasium. 09: Juan Darwin (front), Joseph Davies 
(middle) and Rueben Brown (back) train in central Australia. 
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Time to make their mark 


Juan Darwin: 4h50m. Superintendent Warton: 4h53m. 

With world champion Rob de Castella waiting for them at the finish 
line, they had successfully achieved their goal. 


After nearly 1 2 months of training and other preparation. Indigenous 
athletes Juan Darwin, Caleb Hart, Charlie Maher and Joseph Davies 
had flown to New York accompanied by Rob de Castella, coach John 
Bell and two police mentors and reached the finish line. 


Race day saw a 4am start at the hotel in central New York. They 
began with an interview for an Australian television station and a one 
hour bus ride to join 45,000 others at the start line. 

The 42.1 95km run took the participants through the five boroughs 
of Brooklyn, Queens, The Bronx, Manhattan and Staten Island. 


A documentary on the 
Indigenous Marathon Project, 
Running to America , will air in 
mid 2011. For more information 
on the initiative and the plans 
ahead, please visit 
www.themarathonproject.com.au 


10: It took Superintendent Andy 
Warton (circled) 4h53m to finish the 
New York marathon. 





With over two million onlookers and 1000 rock musicians and 

entertainers along the way, the _ 

adrenalin rush of the first 20 
kilometres soon disappeared 
and the hard work began. 


ING NEW YORK CITY MARATHON 
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